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{ The Elder William Brewstcr's Homestcad
' and
L the Srewster lilacs

It seems 2 nity that the chronicles of the early Duxbury

gettlers were so neglected. 2mong those who landed in the lMay-
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flower wcré&ékifien of education,
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t1y qualified to write.

-------

one can nob te thankful encugh Ifor what Dradford &M wrDte
and thot after many years hig ilstory of the Plymouth Plantatlionm
was found in the pozsessicn of the Bishop of London =2nd through the
efforts of certein public 3piritex men 798 LU yred to the State of
Massschusebse . Dut we would like o nore detolled sccount of Brewster's
every day life efier he bulit his house at the Mook near his great
friend liyles Standlsh who survived him Dy thirteen years. The
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view from the Hrewster homeztezd siite, while not as extensive or
beautiful as thst from where Standish bullt, is falr enough, over-
looking the eminence on which later there was to be a monument to
the doughty Czptain. From this bill on clear days csn be seen
Provincetown where the Pilgrims first landed after thelr tempestu-
ous voyage across the Atlantic from Southampton.

Edwerd Winslow, a young Englishmen of talent end education, was
also competent to write and in fact did write accounts of the early
days after the landing of the Mayflower in 1620..

william Brewster himself was educated at Oxford and after the
Pilgrim boand settled in Leyden taugzht the youth of thet city English
through the medium of the Letin tongue. He also wrote an English
grammer and subsequently estzblished himself as a printer and pub-
lished theologlcal boocks which could not be safely published in

England.




For this he become & fuglitive from Justice and strange to say
sought scfety in London, the capltel of the country trying to cause
his a«we.l, There in the vacst city he remained in cbecurity until the
seiling of the lizyflower.

Perhops one chould not be too criticel of these errly scettlers
for not writing more. Life was extremely seriouc with them and often
they were eng-oged in a life and decth struggle for mere exicﬁence@
Under such clrcumctoneces 4t wae not to be wondered ot thot little
except what woe aboolutely necossary was written.

It must be remembtercd that Elder Brewster woe nracticelly the
minister in the infant Colony during the firct nine yeors of ite
existence cr Lill WaaAXAAM & ninlicster was procured. 48 presiding
Elder he preeched twice ench Sundsy and unless he rcpcrbq? his ser-

be creas o g
mons , he must be credited with considersble literery werfs After
the minister for the Colony was secured, Brewstcr felt frec tc follow
his old friend Uyles Stendich snd bulld 8 houce on the Mook at Dug-
bury not far from the latiter. At the time of this revoval Brewster

was sixty-four yeers cld sng that he should rscume ot this age the
vl
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men. PFor hie scrcege wrs considernble. extending trom the homesteod
site acrocs the low marshy land to whet de now 3trndish Street alnmost
up to where the prth begen leading to the prist mill ot #:1lbrook,

or gocoriing tu the cld records, "we eiso alowe & wey tlrourh Sprague
ar.d Bescets Trehirrd to poe to Duxburrough Towne.

Elder Irewcter wes far from Leing a strong men, cvidontly of a

different mucculeor

frierd I'yles Standishe
Yet 1t is recorded thet he never sliirked work of zny ind. In thot
first terrible winter vhen only seven of the Pilerin bond remained
well encugh to cere for the sick whe vere prostreoted from expooure
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and leck of food, “rewcter wes one of the seven who according to
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Bradfcrd "tended the sick with the utmost faithfulness and kindnesc
and yet the Lord co upheld these persons that they were not at all
infected".

Cne can not help wishing that a portreit of Ercwcter uas extant.

Of the four leading Pilgrims, Bradford, Breweter, Standish and Ulnslow
only the latter hed hed a portrolt peinted and thaet in EInglend. It
can readily be imapined that a2 portralt painter would have fered badly
at his prcfession 2t the time the asbove mentioned pioneers were |
struggling for mere exictence. And photography wes in the dictent
future. While this explains the absence of likeneoses 1t doveen't do
awey with the regret that they did not exist.

From 1630 to 1637 when Ralph Partridge wac sccured as minister for
the First Cnhurch ot Duxbury, DBrewester ropeated whal he hed done at
Plymouth and acted =t minicher to the infant Church in the capaclty
of Precig‘ng flder. Eredford in his tribute 4o Premster ot the latter's
death? He wos wige and discreel and well zpwkc;, hoving a grove but
deliLjrat“ utterance; of 2 cheerful spirit, very sociz. le and pleesant,
of ¢ humble end modest mind, »f & peoaceful dlispecs! bicn, underveoluing hine-
gelf ard hie own akilitice ané come tlinmes cverveluing otherve; incffensive

end innocent in life grnd conversati~n. lone &3
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him then such sc would houghtlily a=d nroudly cerry and 1ift up them=-
celves, being risen from nathing crd hoving litille cloe in them to ccme
mend them but ¢ few fine clcthes or ¢ littlie richep nor: Lthen others

In teaching he wes very meving end stirring of eficctions, clso very
plain and distinct. lie had ¢ cinguler pocd it in nreyer, in ripping
up the heort snd conscience before God. Ile alweyc thought It were
better for ministers to pray cfteuner cnd divide thelir preyers, then be
long end tedlcus in the came, except upen eclemn end cpecicl occasiong ,

as in days of humiliotion and the like"
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Although 1t has been impos=ible to progve or disprove the
truth of the trodit on, the lerend 13 quite wlde apread in Dux-
bury thot the original slip of tne lilsecs on the Brewster home-
stead site wos brought over on the Heyrlower vy bLhe Blder from
Holland. If it te true tant a lllac slip wos brought over in
1620 by the Zlder, ic it not more likely that i1t wes brought from
England then fiolland for the Glder had been living in the former
country scﬁe months belore he joined the dayflower? Bubt why more
as to where the lilacs came from or who brouzat them? There they
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are on the orizinal Brewsber homestead oite, aute testimonials 1O

the fact thet the Elder crred for such thingt a4 o time when beauty,

as such, was somewhat negleclted in a severeq strugsle for exist-

ence. And therc they bloom bravely yesr after yesr uncared for

but flourishing, =s much 28 to 2y bto the rresent generation of
" \

Duxbury dwellers bthat they may have nlmost forgothen this grand

old man who lived there but his old friends the lilacs have not .
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